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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY STORY _ TIPS 


CONCORDIA DEVELOPS CAR SIMULATOR FOR DISABLED DRIVERS 


Concordia Mechanical Engineering professor J.V. Svoboda has received a two-year 
$392,000 research contract from CAE Electronics Ltd. to develop a car simulator to 
train handicapped drivers. The device is designed to evaluate and assess the ability of the 
disabled to drive. Other possible applications of the simulator for non-handicapped 
motorists include truck driver training, road and vehicle design, research into driver 
behavior, and effects of drugs, alcohol, and fatigue on driving. For further information 
contact Dr. J.V. Svoboda at 848-3150. 


CONCORDIA'S GENOCIDE INSTITUTE FIRST IN CANADA 


Canada's only centre for genocide studies recently received a major donation of 
books and monographs relating to the Armenian Genocide of 1915. The Concordia-based 
Montréal Institute for Genocide Studies was founded last spring "to study the history and 
sociology of past genocides and to try and learn how we can get advance warning of 
impending genocides and prevent them in the future." 

A total of 65 volumes depicting the history of the Armenian people and that of the 
genocide were presented to the institute by Montréal's Armenian Community, and the 
Paris-based Centre de Recherches sur la Diaspora Armenienne. They include recent 
reprints of some of the earliest accounts of the 1915 tragedy. 

The co-directors of the Institute are Concordia History Professor Frank Chalk and 
Sociology Department Professor Kurt Jonassohn. For further information contact 
Professor Frank Chalk at 848-2435 or Professor Kurt Jonassohn at 848-2140. 
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TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH GRANT AT CONCORDIA 


The Québec Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology recently awarded 
Concordia University a $150,000 grant to conduct long-range research into vehicle 
dynamics for the Québec transportation industry. Vehicle dynamics is the study of 
vehicle motion, its behavior and stability. The grant was awarded to the University's 
CONCAVE Research Center (Concordia Computer-Aided Vehicle Engineering), headed by 
Dr. Seshadri Sankar. The Mechanical Engineering facility is currently involved in a 
number of collaborative research projects with Québec industries, including Bombardier, 
Spar Aerospace and CAE Electronics. Among other things the grant will help to cover 
personnel, equipment, publicity and publication costs. For further information contact 
Dr. Seshadri Sankar at 848-3148. 


CONCORDIA'S CBS OBTAINS $800,000 GRANT 


Concordia University's Centre for Building Studies (CBS), which is celebrating its 
10th anniversary this year, has captured a major slice of the research funds awarded this 
year by the provincially-funded "Actions Structurantes" program. The CBS grant, 
approximately $800,000, will be allocated over five years for work in computer-aided 
design for the construction industry. The grant will provide the CBS with funds for 
research assistants, technicians, and half the salary of a support staff member. Six 
graduate students will also be employed on the project. About $100,000 of the funds will 
be used to purchase specialized equipment, including an air quality analyser for gas 


monitoring. For further information contact Dr. Paul Fazio at 848-3200. 
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CONCORDIA'S CBS SIGNS RESEARCH AGREEMENT WITH BEIJING 


Concordia University's Centre for Building Studies (CBS) has signed an agreement 
with the Beijing-based China Academy of Building Research to promote research (and 
technology transfer) into modern building techniques. Academy Vice-President Zhang 
Weiyue and three of his colleagues toured Concordia recently following a visit to China 
last August by CBS Director Paul Fazio, Associate Director Ted Stathopoulos, and 
Professor Claude Bedard. The possibility of additional collaborative efforts is now being 


given active consideration. For further information contact Dr. Paul Fazio at 848-3200. 
CONCORDIA ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WINS MAJOR INDUSTRY GRANT 


Concordia Electrical Engineering professor Phiovos Ziogas has received a three-year 
$300,000 research grant to develop specialized power supplies for computer equipment. 
The devices are designed for machines that cannot tolerate power interruptions -- such 
as occur in hydro blackouts. The joint NSERC/Inverpower Controls Limited grant was 
provided under the federal government's University Industry Cooperative Program, which 
supports technology transfer from university to industry. For further information 


contact Dr. Phiovos Ziogas at 848-3091. 
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Media representatives aig additional information should contact DIANE McPEAK, 
Public Relations Officer, at (514) 848-4883. 


